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Time To Get Your Angoras Ready For Breeding! 

 

Signs Of Rut! 

 
Shorter days, cooler tempera-

tures and does cycling mean 
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Contingency Planning for Your Goats 
By Elaina Kenyon 

 

Usually when we hear the term emergency preparedness regarding livestock and 

pets it refers to how we plan and what to do if a natural disaster or severe 

weather event disrupts services (water and power) or at worst necessitates 

evacuation.  However, there are other types of emergencies that can disrupt goat 

care. Unexpected injuries, illness and death are realities that can abruptly 

change the care we can give our goats.  Prior planning and good records are es-

sential for continuity of care and ultimately a good outcome for the goats.  Here 

are my recommendations: 
 

1) Written documentation of your care routine should be posted in your barn 

with additional copies in your home and left with a trusted friend or family 

member. Include what feed, minerals, and hay you are using as well as where 

you get it. Think in terms of all the details someone would need to provide 

daily care for the goats. 

2) Post contact information for a trusted caregiver in your goat barn. If you have 

a specific veterinarian you use, post that as well. 

3) Keep a census or list of all your goats both in the barn and with your records. 

4) Goats should be individually identified using an ear tag, tattoo or other means 

of identification that is unique to each goat.  

5) Pedigrees, registration papers and other records should be easily accessible 

on a computer or in written form.  Be sure a friend or family member knows 

where and how you maintain your records. Shearing and breeding dates/

calendars can be very valuable to friends/family that suddenly find them-

selves caring for goats. 

6) Consider what you would want to happen to your goats in the event you died 

suddenly or were unable to communicate your wishes for their care.  For ex-

ample, I’ve included this in my written goat records and communicated it to 

my spouse and some close friends.  I’ve also identified fellow goat raisers 

that I would want to have my goats and let them know this as well. 

 
I sincerely hope that none of you find yourselves in this position, but as always, 

it is wise to be prepared! 



 

 

A Few Words From The Editor 

 
 Breeding Season is here!  Time to 

get those breeding pens set up and 

goats separated.  Breeding Season is 

a real test of your fences and facili-

ties, the bucks WILL find all of the 

weak spots! 

 
Goats being bred need to be in good 

physical condition.  They should be 

recently shorn, drenched for para-

sites, treated for lice and feet 

trimmed.  Careful feeding during 

breeding is extremely important.  

They should have free choice quality 

hay available.  Supplement/grain 

should be very limited.  Over feeding 

during breeding can result in the 

does having triplets and kidding 

problems. 

 
Keep accurate written records so you 

will know when nannies will give 

birth and kids will arrive. 

 

Have Fun! 

Disclaimer Notice: 
Any opinions, views or presentations in this newsletter are those of the editor or author .  No warranty or guarantee is made or 

implied as to the accuracy of any content.  The American Colored Angora Goat Registry is not responsible for any content or 

use of any content.  Read, share or use at your own risk.  ACAGR does not provide or endorse any information regarding ani-

mal health or procedures. 

Publication Schedule 

Issue   Publication Dates 

Spring Quarter  April 1st ~ 7th 

Summer Quarter  July 1st ~ 7th 

Fall Quarter  October 1st ~ 7th 

Winter Quarter  January 1st ~ 7th 
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Q&A’s 

 
Q - How often should my goats 

hove's be trimmed? 
A - When to trim hove’s depends on 

the individual goat and how fast 

they grow.  Goats that walk on 

sandy soil tend to wear hove’s down 

faster.  A good rule of thumb is to 

check them every 2 to 3 months. 

 
Q - Can an AAGBA Registered 

White Angora be registered in 

ACAGR  

A - Yes, White is a color! 
 

Q - How long is the estrous/heat 
cycle for Angora Goats? 
A - In goats, the length of the es-

trous cycle is an average of 21 days 

but can vary between 18 and 24 

days. Average duration of estrus is 

36 hours. However, the estrus stage 

may last 12 to 48 hours, depending 

on breed and environmental factors, 

such as the presence of a buck and 

the season.  

For questions or concerns, or recom-

mendations regarding the ACAGR 

Newsletter email us at: 

info@acagr.us 
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Bucks In Rut And Does in Heat 
 
As the days get shorter and the Fall temperatures go down male Angora Goats 

so into “rut”.  Angora Goats are seasonal breeders and the weather and day-

light changes trigger their instinct to breed. 

 
Most Angora Bucks that are in rut are easy to identify.  The first signs are them 

paying more attention to the does.  Rubbing on them, sniffing their butt, flap-

ping their tongues at them, curling their upper lip up, etc.  In a short period the 

buck’s neck will thicken and the bridge of their nose will hump up and a very 

distinctive smell will be present!  There won’t be any doubt they are ready for 

the ladies! 

 
When Angora Does go into their estrous/heat cycle they will become more in-

terested in the Bucks’.  When they are ready to breed they will flag their tail 

back and forth to attract the Buck.  When they let the Buck “cover” them they 

will stand for him, this is called “standing heat”. 

 
There are several ways to tell when a doe has been covered.  If the Buck has 

stained up his front legs he will leave stain marks on the Does rump.  Some 

goat owners like to use a Marking Harness with chalk on it.  The buck will 

leave chalk marks on the Does rump.  An alternative to a Marking Harness is 

to simply rub powdered Chalk Line Chalk on the Billies sternum between his 

front legs this will also leave Chalk Marks on the Doe.  We prefer the red 

chalk which is available at Lowes, Home Depot and most hardware stores. 

That Buck Smell !!!!!!!!! 

 
Smell from Bucks in Rut is tough to 

avoid getting on yourself.  Washing 

clothes and adding Dreft will help get the 

smell out. 

 
When washing hands using some table 

salt can help. 
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Premier1 has some great marking harness’ 
https://www.premier1supplies.com/c/equipment/breeding-supplies 

https://www.premier1supplies.com/c/equipment/breeding-supplies
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Buck Aprons: A Handy Tool for a Peaceful Herd 
By Claire Hufnagel 

 
Managing bucks and does during breeding season can be stressful and hectic. 

One tool that can take a lot of this stress away is the buck apron. 

 

What is a Buck Apron? 
A buck apron is a simple yet effective tool that prevents bucks from breeding 

while allowing them to go about their lives completely normal. It fits around the 

buck’s midsection, extending down along his front legs in order to block breed-

ing when he mounts. It’s a practical and humane way to manage breeding with-

out separating your goats. 

 

Why I Started Using Them 
I started using buck aprons when I lived in Colorado. We were deep in mountain 

lion territory, and the blaring cries of nannies in heat started attracting predators. 

My goats were in very secure fencing that even went completely overhead, but 

after running into my seventh mountain lion and first bear of the year, I decided 

I had to do more. The best way to keep everyone safe would be to give the goats 

what they wanted and keep everyone together. But that raised a new concern. 

How was I going to prevent a barn full of unwanted, random pregnancies? 

Enter the buck apron. 

 

Ideal for Small Setups 
Buck aprons can be a game changer for small farms that don’t have the infra-

structure to separate bucks into their own pens. Not everyone has the space or 

budget for multiple quality shelters and pens. They also may not want multiple 

boys, and it is important to house goats together.  

They’re also incredibly useful for raising intact bucklings. I’ve used aprons to 

extend weaning times so that young billies can stay with their mothers longer. 

This has been especially helpful when managing angoras, whose nutritional 

needs can be demanding during early development. In my case, back in Colo-

rado, it also prevented the loud cries that come with the panic of bucklings call-

ing for their mothers. 
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Cleaner, Healthier Bucks 
One bonus I discovered when using these aprons is that they help prevent 

urine scald. Bucks have a charming habit of urinating on themselves to im-

press the ladies - something that can lead to urine scald. An apron can help to 

block this. 

 

A Word of Caution 

While I’ve never had an accidental breeding while using buck aprons, that 

doesn’t mean they are completely foolproof. They can’t replace secure fenc-

ing. It’s important to get a properly fitted apron that is weighted in the bottom, 

and to check regularly that the apron is fitting correctly. 

 

Editors Note: 
If you are going to show a buck in 

one of the fall shows this looks like 

a good way to keep the bucks legs 

and face clean! 

Check out “breeding aprons”  ebay 
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Breeding for Color 
By Diane Coon 

Some where about 50 years ago, there 

came an awakening and a revival. In 

the midst of the great industrial revolu-

tion for mass scale production and 
excessive emphasis on profit, there be-

gan an uprising of those who felt a per-

sonal assault on their innate individual 

ability and creativity. Some of us felt 

that the basis of our original liberty in 

this land, was our valuable knowledge 

to provide the very basic essential 

needs for our existence.  Among many 

things, this gave birth to the Black 
Sheep movement. The commercial in-

dustry and large quantity warehouse 

purchases created and easy market for 

sheep and Angora goat producers 
of white fiber . White is predictable in 

the textile industry; so, only white it 

was!.....no colors allowed. Amongst the 

beginning of the Black Sheep revival 

there came a craze that took hold for 

color in the Angora goats. The people 

involved were folks wanting to create 

their own yarns in an assortment of 

natural colors, to spin their own fiber, 

and placed importance on these essen-

tial virtues. The commercial industry 

used harsh chemicals which destroyed 

much of the natural fiber quailties. 

Many people had allergic reactions to 

the chemical residue found in the cloth 

as a result from mass marketing's de-

mands.  

This caused a demand for natural fi-

ber. So, many developed small herds 

of naturally colored sheep and goats . 
I remember coming across my first 

colored Angora goats. When I took 

my initial trip to buy a few Angora 

goats, I saw a beautiful red goat and a 
black goat off in a corner amongst the 

large group white ones. Those colored 

ones stole over my heart and thus ig-

nited my obsession with hopes for 
beautiful natural colors for my herd. I 

went home with my first goats, one 

red, one black, and one white. I was 

passionate and began searching, as 
many other people did around that 

same time, for goats that could pro-

duce color or were colored. It was 

more than thrilling ; it was a craze 

taking hold of many....it was such an 

exciting time! I found a mostly white 

buck with some colored hairs, and 
breeding began. . I was on the lookout 

for more colored goats or white ones 

that could produce color. I was de-

lighted to have colored kids and 

added more Angoras whenever I 

could. But, there was a problem that 

came up. We had colored goats, but 

when we put 2 colored goats together 

they would sometimes have white 

kids.This was very frustrating because 

we wanted colors so badly. We could 

put 2 black goats together and get a 

white kid which was very confusing 

and frustrating.  
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We watched what the goats did and 

documented it. The two different 

color pools were realized by simply 

watching the goats and taking note of 

what they did...follow the goats and 

their pedigrees. They had two distinct 

colored groups. For our communica-

tions, we began to refer to these 

groups as, 1) the 'Red/Black/Brown 

Pool', and 2) the 'Black' pool. The 

Red/Black/Brown pool, or 'r/b/b' pool 

consisted of just those natural colors. 

They were solid colored goats. If you 

bred any one of those colors  
together, any one of those colors 

would be born. If 
the goats were in their proper pool, 

they always had colored offspring. 

And, they never switch pools. When 

they are born in one pool, they always 

produce color in that pool. Two red 

goats may breed and produce black 

kids. Two black goats might produce 

red kids. A black doe, bred to a red 

buck might have triplets, one red, one 

black and one brown. We can never 

predict the outcome in this pool. 

Birthing is always a delightful sur-

prise! The 'Black' pool consisted of 

mostly black and also the patterns. 

There were Badgers, Reverse  
Badgers, pintos, and other patterns. If 

you keep these goats in this pool, you 

will always have colored kids...solid 

or patterns. 

Working on my own for several years, 
I had many natural colors and some 

whites and oatmeal colors. Then, a 

friend who had a herd of Romney 

Sheep, used to travel to Oregon, to the 
Black Sheep Gathering, came over to 

our farm and saw my goats. She loved 

the goats and told me that I should 

take some to the Gathering to the 

competition, as she believed I would 

do well. So, the following year we 

took some goats out there to the 
show and I met other foundation 

breeders like Isa Jennings and Sharon 

Chestnutt. These other breeders were 

dealing with the same issues. I re-

member Isa had a lovely black doe 

that continually gave her white kids.. 

the quest was to find a colored 
buck who would compliment her ge-

netics and produce color. . There was 

much trial and error to obtain color, 

but we began to group the goats into 
groups.. if a doe produced color with 

a certain buck...then we kept those to-

gether so the offspring would always 

be colored. We kept track of the off- 
spring and noted the group, and kept 

them in that group. Eventually, we 

had two separate colored groups. 

Sharon Chestnutt kept a pedigree  

recordfor breeding and color. We did 

not have a registry yet, but we had an 

official Colored Angora Goat Record. 

That is the origin of the Record num-

ber on your registration paperwork.  
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Exceptions come from crossing the 

pools. The first crossing of the pools 

often produces white or very light red 

kids. The choice is up to the breeder 

to then decide which group to put that 

goat in for hopes of colored offspring. 

One needs to know their pedigrees, as 

you can get a light red from a cross, 

but then you can get a light red in the 

Red/Black/Brown pool also. Once 

you cross the pools you can come up 

with some interesting differences. A 

common one I began to see when 

crossing a Reverse Badger over into 

the Red/Black/Brown pool, is seeing 

red points instead of white. Most of 

the red and white pinto goats are a 

crossover. The fact that many of our 

colored goats are crossovers and dem-

onstrate diversity, does in no way 

change the bases of the two pools. 

There is not a third pool, but only di-

versification. There is a problem. 

Some people have been confused by 
people who use terms like 'recessive' 

and 'dominate' to try to describe the 

two pools. Those terms have abso-

lutely no place in the two pools, 

and are totally contradictory . The 

terms recessive or dominant can never 

describe the pools. The two pools are 

devised from the goat's pedigree and 
simply documenting what the goats 

do. The two pools have absolutely 

nothing to do with the ongoing sci-

ence guesswork concerning genetic  

research. 

.In the early days of documenting 

what the goats were producing, such 

as two red goats producing a black 

kid, the genetic study claimed that 
was not possible. The ongoing genetic 

study was not at all helpful....but 

documenting what the goats were do-

ing and following them was all that 

we needed. Then, some that try to 

confuse the pools with the genetic 
study, try to suggest that if two red 

goats produce a black kid, then the 

black kid must switch pools which is 

a great error. . The black kid is still 
a Red/Black/Brown pool goat, and 

will produce red, black, or brown kids 

in that pool. The two 'pools' and the 

'genetic research project' is not 
compatible; they are totally conflict-

ing and at odds with one another. . I 

have had people try to say that the 

black pool is recessive, and I simply 

tell them that in the black pool, black 

is incredibly Dominant. Because, the 

term 'recessive' has absolutely 
nothing to do with the black pool 

goats. Following what the goats actu-

ally do versus the genetic study 

are two totally different approaches. 

In conclusion, the pedigrees of our 

naturally colored goats are key to 

their pool placement. Their color his-

tory found in their pedigree certificate 

holds the mystery to color production. 
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..Learn to read your pedigrees and ask 

questions. There was a time 30 years 

ago when people would purchase a 

black goat from one breeder and an- 
other black goat from a different 

breeder. . When bred with ignorance 

concerning the pools, they got 
white kids...they were angry about it. 

They wanted to blame one of the 

breeders they purchased from. 

They would not ask questions. They, 

unfortunately assumed they were 

compatible. Simply assuming 
things can produce hardships. Now 

days, there has been so much pool 

crossing, and we have so many 
colored goats across the Nation, it is 

not as critical. The two pools repre-

sent a very simple and basic way to 

achieve colored offspring and has 

worked for us for several wonderful 

decades. 
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Shows and Events 
We weren’t given any information for these events but details should 

be available at each events website. 

New York State Sheep and Wool Festival 

October 19th - 20th 2025 

Rhinebeck, NY 

https://sheepandwool.com/for-exhibitors/livestock-shows/ 

Oregon Flock and Fiber Festival 2025 

October 18th & 19th 2025 

Linn County Expo Center 
Albany, Oregon 

https://www.oregonflockandfiberfestival.com/ 

 

https://sheepandwool.com/for-exhibitors/livestock-shows/
https://www.oregonflockandfiberfestival.com/C:\Users\Pat\Documents\Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Useful Links 

Angora Goat Ranches, Breeders etc.: 

South Texas Angora Goats, Pat & Tracy Ross Harper, TX 

Speck Angoras, Dr. Fred Speck, Kerrville, TX 

Colored Angora Goat Reference Sources: 

PLF Color, Pattern and Markings 

Organizations, Associations, etc.: 

American Colored Angora Goat Registry  ACAGR 

Colored Angora Goat Breeders Association  CAGBA 

American Angora Goat Breeders Association  AAGBA 

Ranch, Milking and Other Supplies: 

Caprine Supply 

Hoegger Supply 

Sources that we use for vaccines, wormers, etc.: 

Jeffers Livestock Supply 

KV Vet Supply 

Valley Vet Supply 

Goat Health: 

The Merck Veterinary Manual -> https://www.merckvetmanual.com/ 

If you have suggestions for sites  to add  please email them to us: 

info@acagr.us 

Please Note: 

These are sources that we use and are presented as information only. 

We do not endorse or represent them, their products or advise, just that we have found them useful . 

Always use your own judgment and common sense and always call your veterinarian when in doubt. 

If you are a supplier or ranch or if you have a link you think would be informative send us and email  

https://angoragoat.us/
https://speckangoras.com/
https://plfarmforfun.net/
http://acagr.us/
https://cagba.org/
https://www.aagba.org/
https://www.caprinesupply.com/C:\Users\Pat\Documents\Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://hoeggerfarmyard.com/xcart/C:\Users\Pat\Documents\Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://jefferspet.com/
https://www.kvsupply.com/C:\Users\Pat\Documents\Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.valleyvet.com/
http://www.merckvetmanual.com
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More Ear Notches! 
On July 12th we were at Dr. Specks Ranch to attend his annual HLRS Angora 

Goat Sale.  The sale was held in his barn where goats are treated/tattooed/

etc.  What do we see on the wall??? An ear notch diagram!  I guess even the 

most knowledgeable Angora Breeders need a reminder!  You only get one 

chance to get it right so mistakes are not allowed! 
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